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Dear Under Secretary Wynn:
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I am enclosing for you review a letter I have written together with the Natick Soldier Systems Center
Business Alliance and the MetroWest Chamber of Commerce and endorsed by over 120 business and
academic leaders as well as local and state public officials. Community support for the Natick Soldier
Systems Center is wide and deep, and we trust that our comments on the preliminary Base Realignment

and Closure Criteria will be helpful to you as you contemplate making changes.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment and look forward to working with you during thlS process as it

evolves.

Sincerely,

MW

EDWARD J. MARKEY
Member of Congress

- cc Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
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Natick Soldier Systems Center Business Alliance
MetroWest Chamber of Commerce

January 27, 2004

The Honorable Michael Wynn

Acting Under Secretary of Defense, Acquisition, Technology and Logistics
Department of Defense 3010 Defense Pentagon

Washington DC, 20301-3010

Dear Under Secretary Wynn:

Now that the preliminary Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) criteria have been
-published, we would like to express our concern that they appear to be essentially unchanged from
previous BRAC rounds. As a result, they do not reflect the demands of today's modern fighting forces for
the kind of continual technological innovation, research and development carried out in such facilities as
the Soldier Systems Centerin Natick, Massachusetts (Natick Labs). '

Secretary Rumsfeld has made it clear that a high-tech, efficient, and mobile military is the future of our
Armed Forces and the goal of the upcoming BRAC process. The Soldier Systems Center is the epicenter
in developing equipment, technology, and life-saving gear for the soldier of the future. The Soldier
Systems Center embodies the publicly-stated goals of force transformation and improved jointness.

Nevertheless, the draft criteria and the commentary that accompanies them suggests that little has changed
from previous BRAC rounds, which valued physical size, condition, and cost of the facility's operation
very highly. While these criteria are important for large bases that house massive military equipment,
personnel, and carry out environmentally specific (i.e. Naval bases near ports) or space intensive missions
(i-e. Air Force bases with copious airspace), they do not account for the highly-specialized and multi-
pronged missions that technical facilities must carry out to advance their military missions.

The Soldier Systems Center boasts a well-educated, technically-trained workforce, hundreds of higher
education institutions and corporations surrounding it, and a unique opportunity to further advance its
cross-service mission of protecting American soldiers around the world. We had expected the BRAC
criteria would reflect the tremendous shift from brute force in the form of missile batteries and tanks to a
more sophisticated, high-technology force that is mobile - employing fewer soldiers with lighter, stronger
equipment, better protections and clothing, and advanced weapons and intelligence devices. From
Combat Casualty Care that can sense a soldier's ailments and injuries, to parachutes for precision entry, to
chemical protective shelters and clothing, to healthier meals-ready-to-eat for performance enhancement,
to the Joint Protective Air Crew Ensemble, the Soldier Systems Center at Natick is the home of the
American soldier of the future.
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As elected officials, business people, and community leaders who all care deeply about the security of our
country, we want to work with you to ensure that our soldiers are always prepared to prevail at any time,
anywhere, and in any battle field conditions. That is the mission of the Soldier Systems Center at Natick,
and we are proud to support this facility and the people who contribute to that mission so critical to

keeping America safe.
Sincerely,

Edward J. Markey
Member of Congress
Massachusetts 7™ District
Senator David Magnani
Second Middlesex

and Norfolk

President Jack M. Wilson -
University of Massachusetts

Edwin L. Thomas,

"~ Director of the Institute for

Soldier Nanotechnologies
M.LT.

Senator Stephen Brewer
Worcester, Hampden,
Hampshire, and Franklin

Senator Harriette Chandler
First Worcester

Senator Robert Creedon
Second Plymouth and Bristol

Senator Susan Fargo
Third Middlesex

Senator John Hart
First Suffolk

Ginny Allan, Executive Director,

Natick Soldier System Center
Business Alliance

Representative David Linsky
Fifth Middiesex ‘

President Helen Heineman
Framingham State College

Patsy Rossetti, Director
Clark University
Graduate Management Center

Senator Brian Joyce
Norfolk, Bristol, and
Plymouth

Senator Thomas McGee
Third Essex and Middlesex

Senator Linda Melconian
Hampden

Senator Richard Moore
Worcester and Norfolk

Senator Michael Morrissey
Norfolk and Plymouth

Ted Welte, CCE, President,
MetroWest- Chamber of
Commerce

Jeffrey A. Stern, Chairman
On Behalf of the Natick (MA)
Board of Selectmen

Dr. Edward Alton Parrish,
President

Worcester Polytechnic
Institute

Senator Jarrett Barrios
Second Essex

Senator Marc Pacheco
First Plymouth and Bristol

Senator Steven Panagiotakos
First Middlesex ‘

Sentor Stanley Rosenburg
Hampshire and Franklin

Senator Jo Ann Sprague
Bristol and Norfolk

Senator Steven Tolman
Second Suffolk and
Middlesex




Senator Marian Walsh
Suffolk and Norfolk

Representative Cory Atkins
Fourteenth Middlesex

Representative Deborah Blumer

Sixth Middlesex

Representative Scott Brown
Ninth Norfolk

Rep. Christine Canavan
Tenth Plymouth

Rep. Edward E. Connolly
Twenty-eighth Middlesex

Rep. Carol Donovan -
Thirtieth Middlesex

Representative Reed Hillman
First Hampden

Rep. Bradley Jones, Jr.
Twentieth Middlesex

Rep. Barbara L'Italien
Eighteenth Essex

Rep. Stephen LeDuc
Fourth Middlesex

Rep. John A. Lepper
Second Bristol

Rep. Charles Murphy
Twenty-first Middlesex

Representative Marie Parente
Tenth Worcester

Representative Alice Peisch
Fourteenth Norfolk

Representative Susan Pope
Thirteenth Middlesex

Representative Joyce Spiliotis
Twelfth Essex

Representative Karen Spilka
Seventh Middlesex

Representative Philip Travis
Fourth Bristol

Rep. Anthony Verga
Fifth Essex

Dave Murphy,
Natick Town Meeting
Member

George King
Framingham (MA) Town
Manager -

Robert Orsi, Esq.

Partner

Rothenberg, Estner, Orsi,
Arone & Grumbach, LLP

Rev. Maddie Sifantus
Director
Golden Tones

Christopher P. Tosti
Executive Vice President
Partner

CB Richard Ellis Whittier
Partners

David R. Tognacci
Owner

Phoenix Commercial
Real Estate

Bruce J. Leader

Vice President

Harold Cohen Assoc., Inc.,
Managers of Sherwood Plaza
Natick, MA

Teri S. Banerjee
Owner
Active Computer

John Howard
President
STBC PR

Timothy J. O'Brien
Account Executive
Resource Management, Inc.

- Peter Golden

Principal -
Golden Group
Public Relations

Mark R. Potter
President -
MASS Diving, Inc.

: Pqter Stassa

Owner
Davideo Company

Kathleen J. Freeman, Esquire
Partner
Bowditch & Dewey, LLP

Stephen Rathmill
Principal
SC Rathmill & Associates

Nelson Zide
Senior Executive VP
ERA Key Realty Services




Robert Fields

President
Commonwealth Creative
Associates

Bruce H. Nickelsen, LSP
Associate

O'Reilly, Talbot & Okun
Associates

Morgan Wood Duffy
President

Hayden Wood Insurance
- Agency, Inc.

Peter D. Dewar
Superintendent-Director
Joseph P. Keefe
Technical School

‘Nat Morse, Owner
Morse Group
Promotional Products

Michael I. Sobol
Chairinan
MIS Training Institute

Peter J. Karp, MD

Peter T. Silbermann
Earth Tech, Inc.

John Strickland

Director

Corporate Administrative
Services

Bose Corporation

Garry Holmes
President

R.W. Holmes Realty Co., Inc.

Mark Furman
President
MNM Construction. Inc.

Rev. Robert E. "Bob" Baril
Pastor

First Assembly of God of
Framingham

Andrew Dallas
President
Full Spectrum Software, Inc.

Raymond P. DeVasto |
President
DeVasto Advisory Grp, Ltd.

Meyer H. Levy, CPA
Member

Sullivan Shuman & Freedberg
LLC

Stephen Daley

_Chief Financial Officer

Metro West Realty LLC

Rev. Dr. J. Anthony Lloyd
Pastor

Greater Framingham
Community Church

Dr. Scott F. Gillman
Owner

Family and Sports
Chiropractic

H.E. Daniels, Jr.
President
Priorities First LLC

Robin Cohen-Almeida
President :
Chameleon Consulting, Inc.

James H. Patterson, CPA
Managing Partner
Patterson and Gerry CPAs,
LLC

Robert J Walcott RN USNR
RET

Edward C. Scheideler
Owner
Bookkeeping and More

Richard MacPherson
Owner
Bee Lines Co.

Carla C. Cataldo
Principal
Proposals, Etc. -

Marlene Aron
President
Investment Property
Specialists, Inc.

Mort Rosenberg
President
Mort Rosenberg Assoc., Inc.

Janice E. Rench

Director

Child Protection Education of
America, Inc.

Robert E. Schecter, PhD
Principal
Bartleby Scriveners

Newsletters and Content for
All Media

Eduard C. Huppi
CFO

Century Manufacturing
Co.,Inc.

TyWood Corporation

Ronald F. Jewell
President
Jewell Insurance Agency, Inc.




John K. Mathers, CHA
General Manager
Hampton Inn Boston — Natick

Harold W. Noble, Jr.
President
Alphagraphics #143

Bill McGinley
Executive Director
Whitney Place Assisted
Living

Janice M. Ngau
Area Director

Mass. Rehabilitation
Commission

Edwin L. Emerson
President
Emerson Consulting Services

Scott Richardson, AIA
Principal

Gorman Richardson
Architects, Inc.

Thomas R. Reiling
Director of Sales &
Marketing

The Warren Conference
Center & Inn
ARAMARK Corporation

A. James Lavoie
Chairman, President & CEO
Middlesex Savings Bank

Mary Davis
Regional Executive
American Cancer Society

Arthur B. Fair III
President

Fair & Yeager Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Andrew J. Carini

President

Sir Speedy Printing & Copy
Center of Ashland

Timothy A. LePain, CLU,
ChFC

Financial Advisor
American Express Financial
Advisors Inc

Bob Paisner

CEO

ScrubaDub .Auto Wash
Centers ’

Ann Russell
Owner
Massage Therapy Plus :

John J. Murray
President
Eastern Pacific, Inc.

Paul L. Mina
President & CPO
United Way of Tri-County

Leslie Glickman & Linda
Wise

Owners

N.E.C. Trophies

Evan Lebson
Vice President and Treasurer
Genzyme Corporation

Maria Babb
Assistant Vice President
Middlesex Savings Bank

Debra A. Cleveland
Owner
framingham.com

Vera Dias-Freitas
Vera Jewelers/ Owner
BRAMAS/ Chairman

Steven Sotsky
Owner
S & H Associates

Tim Mazzie

Regional VP RSIG, Inc.
Retailers Security &
Investigations Group

Dragon Lee
Metrowest Computers

Cecile Bouchard
President
Companions- At Home, Inc.

Arthur B. Fair ITT
President

Natick Center Associates, Inc.

Kathleen T. McCarthy -
Vice-President of Operations
Wm. McCarthy & Assoc., PC

William G. McCarthy
President & Certified Public
Accountant

Wm. McCarthy & Assoc., PC

Stephen G. Austin
Easy Motions

Robert J. Berg, Jr.
President
Solutions

Raymond P. DeVasto
President

DeVasto Advisory Group,
Ltd.




Nancy L. Morse

Executive Director
MetroWest Latin American
Center

Dale M. Hamel
Vice President - A&F
Framingham State College

Rich Lentini, President
LCC Builders, Inc.

John Ciccariello, President
John Ciccariello &
Associates, Inc.




